Open Canoe Sailing Group Safeguarding Policy

The Open Canoe Sailing Group (OCSG) is fully committed to safeguarding the well-being of its
members and guests. All members should show respect and understanding for the rights, safety and
welfare of others, and conduct themselves in a way that reflects the principles of the OCSG.

We believe that taking part in sailing and paddling should be a positive and enjoyable part of all
participants’ lives and to achieve this the OCSG has the following aims:

OCSG officials and meet organisers should follow the Paddle UK Code(s) of Conduct.

All OCSG officials and meet organisers working with young people should read and adhere
to the Paddle UK Safeguarding Children Policy and Safeguarding Adults Policy. The OCSG will
follow the guidance of the policy in the event of any concerns or allegations.

The OCSG will ensure that anyone who meets the eligibly criteria for a Disclosure check will
not be deployed until a satisfactory check has been returned.

All OCSG members are made aware of the OCSG Code of Conduct.

The OCSG may record medical details of members or guests with their consent. These will
be made known to officials and meet organisers, where deemed appropriate and/or
necessary.

The OCSG will encourage and support Officials and Members to gain qualifications and to
stay updated.

The OCSG will identify a person whose role it is to deal with any issues concerning
Safeguarding (OCSG Welfare Officer) and notify this person to all members. Anyone with
concerns with respect to the welfare of a OCSG member or participant should contact that
person. If that person is unavailable, they can contact the Paddle UK Safeguarding Officer
(Tel: 0115 8968842)

While it is important to take action to address safeguarding concerns, it is also important to
remember that for adult members and guests, there are limitations. Before reporting any suspected
or known abuse against an adult, remember that adults have the right to self-determination and
this means:

Consent from the adult must be granted before reporting any concerns. If it is refused, their
rights may only be overridden in any of the following circumstances:

1. in order to protect others;

2. where not intervening would cause further harm to the individual;

3. if the adult lacks the capacity to make the decision for themselves; or

4. where a crime may have been committed.

We must respect the decision of the adult, regardless of our own assessment of a situation.
The starting position is always to assume mental capacity unless proven otherwise.

The OCSG will adopt and regularly review a Health and Safety Policy.

The OCSG will review this Policy annually.

The OCSG Welfare Officer is Greg Spencer who may be contacted by telephone (07814442316) or



email (greg.spencer@singleblade.co.uk)

The Paddle UK Safeguarding Children Policy and Safeguarding Adults Policy may be downloaded
here: https://paddleuk.org.uk/safeguarding-policies/

Signed: Greg Spencer Date: 31/12/2024
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